SIR    HUMPHREY    GILBERT
andum had a far stronger contemporary appeal. It bore
the somewhat euphemistic title How Her Majesty May
Annoy the King of Spain.
Although Euphuts was not published until two years later,
the style of this document is not uninfluenced by the
fashions which Lyly was beginning to found. It is a little
more flowery, a little more laboured, than is usual with
Gilbert, and we find phrases like " the wings of man's life
are plumed with the feathers of death," which is just the
sort of clumsy, involved, and indeed practically meaningless
result produced by an unskilled Euphuist trying to para-
phrase a platitude.
But perhaps the cloak of Euphuism was a disguise.
Gilbert's signature to the document is erased, and there are
abortive attempts to wrap up its meaning in a code. The
Discourse is indeed one which might have suggested even to
an Elizabethan the advantages of anonymity. It is an
elaborate, comprehensive, and strategically sound plan for
a big-scale piratical campaign on the high seas, directed
against the Spanish colonies and trade routes on a front
extending from the St. Lawrence to the West Indies.
Of the reception of this document by the Queen we know
nothing. She was not yet as bold against the Spaniards as
she became later, and probably she pigeon-holed the under-
lying idea without accepting the plan in its entirety.
Nevertheless, in 1578, a few months after it had been sub-
mitted to her, she at last granted to Humphrey Gilbert a
six years' charter authorising him to equip a fleet and plant
in the New World a colony of which he would be the
Governor.
In a remarkably short space of time Gilbert had assembled
a fleet of eleven ships and was ready to sail on a preliminary
voyage of discovery. The Spanish Ambassador, vigilant, a
little apprehensive, and extremely well informed, did what
he could to hinder the preparations. There were quarrels
among Gilbert's subordinates, and Knollys, his second-in-
command, backed out in a huff, taking with him four of
the eleven ships.
Gilbert was undeterred. On September 26 he sailed
from Dartmouth for an unknown destination with seven
ships so heavily armed that it seems likely that the Empire-
builder contemplated piracy as a side-line.
The expedition was a complete failure.   How or why it
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